THE ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1156494

OUR MISSION

We nurture the voices and
aspirations of young people
by improving their
confidence in writing,
increasing their interest in
current affairs and social
issues, and widening their
participation in higher
education.

WHAT WE DO

WORKSHOPS
IN SCHOOLS

REGIONAL
WORKSHOPS

WRITING
PRIZE

CELEBRATION
DAY

Pairs of workshops
which bring an
established writer or
journalist into
schools, providing
inspiration and
sustained intervention.

Seminars with
established writers,
1-to-1 feedback, and
widening participation
activities for individual
entrants to the Youth
Prize at universities
across the country.

Our free writing prize
for young people aged
13 - 18 at school and
sixth-form is open to
all forms and genres.
Uniquely, we offer
personalised written
feedback on a draft.

At the end of the year,
entrants from all over
the country join for a
day of writing
seminars and debate,
hosted by Pembroke
College, Oxford.

OUR REACH

Since being
founded, we have
achieved over
1500 interactions
with young
people, in 17
locations across
the country.

OUR RESULTS

94%

say their experience made
them more confident in
their writing

79%

say their experience
made them more
interested in current
affairs

81%

say their experience made
them more confident about
going to university

TESTIMONIALS

“The Orwell Youth Prize
has been an outstanding
experience for our
students”
- Teacher

The OYP has “changed how
I think about the issues that
affect me and made me
appreciate the importance
of seeing all perspectives”

96%

- 2017 Participant

of participants would
recommend the Orwell
Youth Prize’s activities to
their friends

The OYP has “increased my
pride and confidence in my
work and encouraged me to
build a portfolio”
- 2016 Participant

“Experiences such as The Orwell
Youth Prize are incredibly
enriching for our young students.
Encouraging them to be politically
aware and engaged, making their
voices heard, is of the utmost
importance”
-Teacher

WORKSHOPS
IN SCHOOLS
Pairs of workshops
bring an established
writer or journalist
into schools,
providing inspiration
and sustained
intervention.

Our workshops are centred around discussion. Students talk about
issues that concern them, and learn to be confident in their ability
to express their views. Each workshop uses an Orwell text as a
starting point, which becomes a way for students to think about
how to approach their own writing.
Generous support from Penguin means we can provide every
student who participates with a copy of Orwell’s Why I Write.
So far, we have run over 40 workshops in schools in regions across
the country, from Devon to South Craven. The workshops are run
by experienced teacher Mick Callanan, our Delivery Director.
We take a guest writer into every school. Our author or journalist
will share their experiences and skills with young people,
participating fully in the workshop. The workshops are crossdisciplinary. Focused on writing, students discuss current
affairs, politics, history and ethics during the lively sessions.
Workshops often bring together students from different schools,
allowing students to discuss their ideas with peers from outside
their usual school groups.

In 2017 we piloted Regional Workshops enabling anyone in years 12
or 13 to participate, independent of their school.
Our Warwick Regional Workshop, in association with the Writing
Wrongs Schools Project at the University of Warwick, brought
together 42 young people in years 12 & 13 interested in writing and
current affairs to hear from renowned professional writers about
writing techniques. Participants were offered one-to-one feedback on
their writing. Regional workshops offer the following elements:
• learning from renowned professional writers about their
experiences and work
• exploring the year’s prize theme with writers, academics and others
• meeting and working with other young people passionate about
writing and current affairs
• visiting a university, finding out more about university life and the
types of courses on offer
• the opportunity to discuss feedback on draft entries for the Orwell
Youth Prize
In 2017-2018 we intend to roll out regional workshops at the
University of Durham, the University of Sheffield and the University of
Warwick.

REGIONAL
WORKSHOPS
Writing seminars,
1-to-1 feedback, and
widening participation
activities for individual
entrants to the Youth
Prize across the
country.

OUR WRITERS
A sample of some of the writers who have Stephen Armstrong
participated in our workshops:
journalist, author of the ‘Unreported Britain’
series and The Road to Wigan Pier Revisited
Alison Holt
Oliver Bullough
winner of The Orwell Prize for Exposing Britain’s shortlisted for the Orwell Prize for Journalism
Social Evils 2015
2016 and the Orwell Prize for Books 2011
Martin Chulov
Jacob Sam-La Rose
winner of OP for Journalism 2015
Poet, author of Breaking Silence and Communion
Brian Cathcart
Iona Craig
winner of OP for Books 2000
winner of the Orwell Prize for Journalism 2016
Delia Jarrett-Macaulay
Tom Sperlinger
winner of OP for Books 2006
author of Romeo and Juliet in Palestine
Nick Mathiason
Louise Tickle
shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Exposing shortlisted for the Orwell Prize for Exposing
Britain’s Social Evils 2015
Britain’s Social Evils 2016 and 2017
Rebecca Omonira-Oyekanmi
Clare Sambrook
shortlisted for the Orwell Prize for Journalism longlisted for the Orwell Prize for Journalism
2012 and 2015
2013
Mark Townsend
Arifa Akbar
shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Exposing former literary editor of The Independent, Trustee
Britain’s Social Evils 2015
of the Orwell Foundation
Dan Davies
James Ball
shortlisted for OP for Books 2015
Investigative journalist at BuzzFeed UK, previously
The Guardian

WRITING PRIZE
Our free writing prize
for young people aged
13 – 18 at school and
sixth-form is open to
all forms and genres.
Uniquely, we offer
personalised written
feedback on a draft.

Our annual Writing Prize encourages young people to think about the
world they live in, and inspires them to write about their own ideas
and experience. Entries can be in any form: for example, an essay,
journalist’s report, a short story, diary, blog or poem.
Each year the Writing Prize has a theme inspired by the work of
George Orwell. The theme for the academic year 2016-17 was:
identity. Previous themes have included ‘if liberty means anything at
all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear’.
All entrants may request feedback on a draft, which we
provide. They may then review and revise their writing before final
submission. All Entrants are invited to the Celebration Day, held at
Pembroke College, Oxford.
The winners receive all George Orwell’s novels and full-length nonfiction works plus a selection of Essays, and their writing will be
published on the Orwell Foundation website.

Hide and Seek, by Emily Wicks
Winner, Year 9, 10 and 11 Category
The Orwell Youth Prize 2016

They’re on their way today, love.
When they arrive
We have to hide
Turn off the lights
And draw the curtains.
It’s just like hide and seek
And you can’t make a peep.
Okay?
Let’s go.
But Mummy I don’t want to play,
Turn on the lights!
I’m hungry Mummy,
We haven’t eaten since yesterday!
I hate hide and seek,
Isn’t it time for me to clean my teeth?
Why’s it so cold Mummy, what happened to
the heating?
It’s time for my TV show, where did the telly
go?

Please be quiet my dear, soon they’ll be here.
When they knock on the door
Get on the floor,
You’ll eat later I swear.
It will be loud and scary
But you don’t have to worry.
I’ll protect you.
Everything will be fine.
Everything will be fine.
EverythingShit
They’re here, come here!
I know they’re loud,
I know they’re shouting,
They’ll go soon.
But back tomorrow afternoon.
Don’t be scared
Don’t be scared

‘Voice of a Benefits Claimant’ by Anna Morris (excerpt)
Winner, Year 12 and 13 category The Orwell Youth Prize 2016
Free speech is an important and valued right of our society, particularly when compared to other political
cultures where this opportunity is not allowed or is curtailed in many ways. Countries such as China, North
Korea and Russia do not enjoy this right as we do. I would say however that free speech only really means
something if you have a platform with which to use it. Overwhelmingly, white, middle-class, Oxbridge educated
politicians and ‘celebrities’ have such a platform to tell people what they do not wish to hear and promote their
own views and prejudices. These are the people who are heard and drive the direction of our society. Those
without a platform, the poor and vulnerable are effectively voiceless.

[…]
The authority of the state can cover up, repress or not listen to citizens views if the state feels it may negatively
affect its ability to govern. In this country individuals, communities and organisations can tell the government
what it doesn’t want to hear traditionally through the written press and television but now with the added
avenue of social media. In this respect it can therefore be argued that we all have a greater opportunity to have
our voices heard; however in the case of my aunt and millions like her, their voice is not heard. With no
meaningful voice, others with a platform for a voice are the ones with real liberty to influence their own and
other people’s lives.
Free speech isn’t under attack, what should be under attack is platform privilege. George Osborne, Iain
Duncan-Smith and a range of celebrities, such as Stephen Fry, Joanna Lumley and Benedict Cumberbatch, enjoy
regular and ready access to platforms that the rest of the population can never have. When such platform
privilege is used to denigrate and disadvantage the vulnerable and disabled in our society, you’re not a champion
of free speech you’re championing your selective right to be heard. […]

The annual Celebration Day is more than just a
prize-giving. The day also includes:

• writing seminars by professional journalists and
authors

CELEBRATION
DAY
Brings together over
100 young people
from all over the
country for a day of
writing seminars,
debate, and
celebrating the
winners of the Prize,
hosted at Pembroke
College, Oxford.

• an experience to spark imagination and raise
aspiration
• insight and inspiration about the writing and
motivation of Orwell
For example, the 2016 and 2015 Celebration Events
included:
• writers’ seminars

• a debate session led by TV presenter and writer
Rick Edwards on young people and voting
• a one-man performance of Animal Farm.
• interviews about Orwell with Alan Johnson, MP
(winner of the 2014 Orwell Prize) and Richard
Blair, Orwell’s son
• a free Orwell tote bag!

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

The Orwell Youth Prize is under the auspices of the Orwell Foundation
(registered charity no. 1161563).
www.orwellfoundation.com
The Orwell Youth Prize is extremely grateful for the sponsorship
and support of the following individuals and organisations:
Richard Blair
AM Heath
Penguin Books
Oxford University Press
Miles Moreland Foundation
Loveday Charitable Trust
Pembroke College, Oxford
The Gibbons Family Trust
Anonymous Donors
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Grant Phillips (Vice Chair)
Stephen Armstrong
Louise Bamfield
Richard Blair
Mick Callanan
Peter Claus
Gavin Freeguard
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Yasmin Alibhai-Brown
Joan Bakewell
(Baroness Bakewell of
Stockport)
Richard Blair
(George Orwell’s Son)
Rt Hon David Davis MP
Peter Hennessy
(Baron Hennessy of
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Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP
Helena Kennedy QC
(Baroness Kennedy of The
Shaws)
Nicolas Kent
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